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Volunteers’ News – April 2026

Dear Volunteer,

Well, we are certainly getting our share of April showers (sometimes even stormy weather), but I hope you are enjoying the lovely sunshine too!


Update on Operational Changes

We are delighted to welcome Clare Booth to our team as the Administration Support, some of you will have already met her, had an email or call. We hope Clare will settle in over the next month by getting to know you and the services we provide. Please be patient as she develops her understanding of GNINC and our processes.


Dates for your Diary

	Date
	Time
	Event

	Mid May (date to tbc)
	3pm – 4.30pm
	Volunteero App Training and social event – in the Volunteer survey a lot of you asked for the opportunity to come together and have some training and get to know other volunteers. Tea and Coffee and maybe some cake will be available at Lisvane Old School Café!

	Wednesday 3 June
	7pm
	Volunteers Thankyou Evening with a buffet and entertainment – Rhiwbina Recreation Club

	Thursday 2 July
	12 noon – 5pm
	Annual Tea Party – An event where we invite our clients and volunteers to join us for a lovely Cream Tea afternoon and musical entertainment at Christ the King Parish Hall

	Thursday 16 July
	4.30 – 6.30pm
	AGM – This meeting is for all Volunteers to join us to formally note the work we have undertaken during 2025/26 and how we have managed our finances in undertaking this work. It is being held in St Isan’s Church Hall.

	Thursday 3 December
	6pm – 10pm
	Annual Christmas Concert seems a long way off but we have booked our entertainers and will provide a lovely start to the Christmas season.




GNINC Business Plan 2026 -2029
The Trustees have developed a new Business Plan 2026 -2029 which will be formally approved at our March meeting. The Plan consolidates the work we undertook in the past 3 years in modernising the way the charity operates and now looks to develop future opportunities of working in partnership with other like-minded organisations to enhance the lives of those people we support. 

Funding the charity
The ways of raising money to fund our work is now a critical part of what we do every week. Whilst we’ve had some success with grant applications, we still need to find 50% of our running costs. 

Volunteer Travel Expenses plus 25% Gift Aid
In researching ways in which we can help ourselves raise money we have discovered that the government’s Gift Aid Scheme provides an opportunity for our volunteers to help raise 25% on all travel expenses. 

We are asking all our volunteers to consider being part of our pilot for travel expenses which would allow us to collect a further 25% in Gift Aid. 

Volunteers often incur expenses when carrying out their volunteer duties such as driving their car to and from a task. We know many of you don’t claim back those expenses as you want to keep the charity’s overheads down. However, we now know that if you were to claim those expenses and then donate them back to the charity, we would be able to claim 25% Gift Aid providing you are paying income tax. This could be as much as raising an extra £500 of Gift Aid per year. What we would now like is to ask for volunteers to take part in a pilot scheme over the next three months starting in May. 

The introduction of Volunteero has allowed us to capture the data of all our tasks and we can quite easily see the mileage undertaken in carrying out your voluntary driving tasks for GNINC, so there will be very little paperwork involved in this scheme. Please contact the office if you can help with this pilot.

Check out this link for information:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/gift-aid-what-donations-charities-and-cascs-can-claim-on#expenses-paid-to-volunteers

No Pain just Gain
If you shop online then you can easily raise some money for GNINC by using the link when shopping. It doesn’t cost you anything and we get some much needed funds!
ONLINE SHOPPING – We have set up an account where if you do a lot of online shopping including grocery shops, buying holidays or using major chains by setting up this link - 
you can automatically generate a donation to GNINC see below.
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			Tap to get your donation every time you see the pop up. If you don't go on to shop it won't affect your visit, but you'll get your free donation if you do buy anything - it's a win-win!
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