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Volunteers’ News – February 2026

Dear Volunteer,

Where did the last six weeks go! With the deluge of rain, it seems the days have passed quite quickly. Wishing you and your families a very happy and prosperous 2026.

Grant Success
On the last day of 2025 we heard from Moondance Foundation, they had decided to award us a grant for 2026/27 it is around one third of what we need to raise each year to run the charity. The Moondance Foundation is a family charitable foundation, set up by Diane and Henry Engelhardt to further their family’s philanthropy and giving. Henry Engelhart was the founder of Admiral Insurance and he and his family live in North Cardiff. This was a great start to 2026, and we are truly grateful to the Foundation for their support.

Christmas Concert
We had a wonderful evening of song and merriment, and everyone left with smiles on their faces. We also raised just over £450. A big thank you to all who attend and to our musical acts Cardiff Dragon Uke Band, Oriana Ladies Choir and the Choir with No Name.

Update on Operational Changes
As some of you may know Ruth stepped in to help us out in January to the beginning of March, we are grateful to her. It has also demonstrated the new single admin role together with the Volunteero app has set up volunteers for the majority all our regular repeat tasks. So now we tend to be looking for the occasional holiday cover and the one-off tasks. 

Administrator Post
We are now going to advertise the vacancy firstly amongst our own volunteers and then using the links we have with C3SC (Council for the Third Sector in Cardiff) and WCVA, we will advertise the post on their websites as well as our own. We are hoping this will suit someone who is looking for a work life balance or maybe has just retired and not ready to stop working entirely.









Post Details

Are you interested in helping run our charity’s day to day business? 
It’s a very rewarding job.

The post is Administrator and the hours are 9.30 – 12.30 Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 

The remuneration for the 9 hours per week is paid at the National Living Wage of £12.21 hourly rate, set to increase on 1 April 2026 to £12.71.

Duties – the main role is to provide support to volunteers and clients by matching volunteers to the task required by our clients. The entire system is computerised, and the successful candidate will need to be familiar with the usual MS Office apps and will be given training on Volunteero app along with general office procedures. The nature of the post will require the successful candidate to observe confidentiality and adhere to our GDPR and Safeguarding policies.

Line management is via our Operational Co-Ordinator Julie who has a hybrid work pattern so is not always in the office. Therefore, you should be comfortable to work alone as well as part of a small team.  To arrange an informal discussion please contact Julie via email operations@gninc.org.uk
 
GNINC Business Plan 2026 -2029
The Trustees have developed a new Business Plan 2026 -2029 which will be formally approved at our March meeting. The Plan consolidates the work we undertook in the past 3 years in modernising the way the charity operates and now looks to develop future opportunities of working in partnership with other like-minded organisations to enhance the lives of those people we support.

FUND RAISING - One of our priorities is looking at the way we raise funds to support the charity and its services.  There is no doubt it is getting harder each year to generate fundraising income. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please contact our Chairperson Rosemary Mathews on chair@gninc.org.uk to discuss.

DONATIONS - We want to encourage a more regular donation system for those using our services, particularly Clients who use us on a frequent and regular basis. Further updates will come next month, but if you have any thoughts on this matter, please get in touch with the Chairperson Rosemary.

GIFT AID - We have recently become aware that we can legally claim gift aid on volunteer expenses if they are re-donated back to the charity. We think it would be possible to generate expense claim forms for you to submit and be paid using our new technology apps which record all the tasks you have undertaken. We have undertaken a small pilot for the tasks completed in December and projecting that across twelve months we think we could easily draw down around £500 in Gift Aid from volunteers who are taxpayers. We are seeking your views on this and want to make it as straightforward as we can. Please email chair@gninc.org.uk if you want to be part of the pilot we will run from 1 April 2026
Check out this link for information:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/gift-aid-what-donations-charities-and-cascs-can-claim-on#expenses-paid-to-volunteers

ONLINE SHOPPING – We have set up an account where if you do a lot of online shopping including grocery shops, buying holidays or using major chains by setting up this link - 
you can automatically generate a donation to GNINC see below
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			Tap to get your donation every time you see the pop up. If you don't go on to shop it won't affect your visit, but you'll get your free donation if you do buy anything - it's a win-win!









		 






			[image: A black and white sign with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



		[image: A white square with red text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



		[image: A white square with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



		[image: A red square with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









			[image: A logo with a fork and house

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



		[image: A white square with colorful text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



		[image: A logo with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



		[image: A green and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]










						[image: Facebook]
	[image: Twitter]
	[image: Youtube]
	[image: Instagram]



















Dates for your Diary
	Date
	Time
	Event

	April (tbc)
	pm
	Volunteero App Training and social event

	Wednesday 3 June
	7pm
	Volunteers Thank you evening

	Thursday 2 July
	12 noon – 5pm
	Annual Tea Party

	Thursday 16 July
	4.30 – 6.30pm
	AGM

	Thursday 3 December
	6pm – 10pm
	Annual Christmas Concert
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