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Volunteers’ News – October 2025

Hi Volunteers,

STAFF NEWS
We have some news regarding changes happening in our administration team. Sadly, Ruth Gatward decided to leave her part time job with us for a number of personal reasons. We said goodbye to her last week and the Trustees have been considering how things might work in the future. We hope to be able to tell you all about the changes by the end of November. 

Meanwhile Louise is doing her best to help out by taking on some extra shifts and we have three office volunteers also stepping up to help out during the next month. However, the transition for our Office Volunteers to our new ways of working may create some issues as they work through the new processes. Therefore, we are looking to you to also help make things easier by keeping an eye out for emails from support@gninc.org.uk or maybe you could use the Volunteero App. It is also important for you to respond promptly to our telephone calls to let us know if you can help out with any of our tasks; our new system lets you leave voice messages, and we pick these up daily.

HAVE FUN AND BE CARING
As the clocks go back at the end of this week (26th October), and the nights draw in, loneliness can feel more overwhelming. At GNINC we’re here to make sure that no-one faces these darker days alone. We’re reaching out to those who may need some extra help, and we’re asking our caring volunteers who want to make a difference to help brighten up the season for everyone. 

Also, as the Halloween fun kicks off, let’s remember our elderly neighbours who may experience this night a little differently. Here’s how we can show a little care:

· Check in – A quick call or visit can help to ease any worries. 
· Share the spirit – Drop off a Halloween treat to brighten their day and help them to feel a part of the excitement 
· Respect boundaries – Remind children who may be trick or treating to skip houses with lights off and explain why some neighbours may prefer a peaceful evening. 

Let’s work to make Halloween safe and enjoyable for everyone; similarly the same caring approach can be applied for Bonfire Night.
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